01/26/2005 14:05 6509688102 STEINBERG PAGE 05 

^ 

REMARKS 

This Amendment and Reply seeks to place this application in condition for 
allowance. In an Office Action dated January 7, 2005 (the "Office Action"), the Examiner 
issued a second restriction requirement designating six "patentably distinct species", each 
species being designated according to a figure of the application. (Office Action, page 2). 

At the outset, it is important to note that the form of the restriction requirement and 
response requested thereto are not fully understood. The claims presented in the 
Preliminary Amendment, and those claims presented herein, read on many of the 
embodiments described and illustrated in the application. These embodiments are 
illustrated in the figures which are identified as "distinct species" in the Office Action. 

In an effort to expedite the prosecution of the application on the merits, however, 
Applicants elect to proceed with independent claim 27 and dependent claims 28-40. 
Independent claim 27 is supported by, among other things, the embodiment illustrated in 
Figure 2 (and the textual and illustrative description associated, related and/or pertinent 
thereto). 

Figure 2 is referred to in the Office Action as "Specie A". 

The non-elected claims (i.e., claims 1-13) have been canceled, without prejudice. 
Accordingly, those claims have been withdrawn from consideration in this application at 
this time. Applicants reserve the right to present the same or similar inventive subject 
matter in this application, at a later date, or in a divisional application. 

Importantly, the election made herein in no way should be interpreted as accepting 
the correctness and appropriateness of the form of the restriction requirement set forth in 
the Office Action. As noted above, the form of the restriction requirement and requested 
response thereto are not fully understood. Indeed, the elected claims are also supported 
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by the other embodiments illustrated in the application including, for example, those 
embodiments illustrated in Figures 3A, 3B, 4A, 4B and 4C (and the textual and illustrative 
description associated, related and/or pertinent thereto). However, Applicants seek to 
have the application examined on the merits in an expeditious manner. 



Applicants respectfully request entry of the foregoing amendments and 
consideration of the claimed invention on the merits. Applicants submit that all of the 
pending claims present patentable subject matter. Accordingly, allowance of all of the 
claims is respectfully requested. 

It is noted that should a telephone interview expedite the prosecution of this 
application, in anyway, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone 
number listed below. 



CONCLUSION 



Date: January 26, 2004 




Neil A. Steinberg, Reg, No, 34,735 
Telephone No. 650-968-8079 
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